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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on August 1, 2003. Claims 1-20 
are pending. Claims 1-20 represent efficient method for providing game content to a 
client. 

2. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by 
Poulin U.S. 20030008712. 

Poulin teaches the invention as claimed including system and method for 
distributing a multi-client game/application over a communication network (see 
abstract). 

As to claims 1 and 8, Poulin teaches a method for efficiently transmitting to a 
client a content update, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) hosting for transmission a content update comprising a plurality of data files 
(paragraph [0010]); 

b) identifying a subset of the plurality of data files comprising the content update 
as high-quality data files (paragraph [0030]); 

c) creating a high-quality content update comprising the identified high-quality 
data files (paragraph [0037]); 

d) receiving a client connection request (paragraph [0048]); 

e) determining that high-quality data files are to be transmitted to the client 
(paragraph [0010]); 

f) transmitting data files from the high-quality content update (paragraph [0025]); 

and 
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g) transmitting the remaining data files comprised in the content update 
(paragraphs [0038]-[0039]). 

As to claims 2 and 9, Poulin teaches the method of claims 1 and 8 wherein step 

a) comprises storing on a network storage device a content update comprising a 
plurality of data files (paragraph [0025]). 

As to claims 3 and 10, Poulin teaches the method of claims 1 and 8 wherein step 

b) comprises identifying a subset of the plurality of data files comprising the content 
update as high-quality data files using a data quality function (paragraph [0010]). 

As to claims 4 and 1 1 , Poulin teaches the method of claims 3 and 9 wherein the 
plurality of data files contained in the content update are sorted by data quality and a 
certain fixed percentage of the highest quality data components are separated as high- 
quality data files (paragraph [0030]). 

As to claims 5 and 12, Poulin teaches the method of claims 3 and 9 wherein the 
data quality function is based on the sizes of the plurality of data files (paragraph 
[0046]). 
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As to claims 6 and 13, Poulin teaches the method of claims 1 and 8 further 
comprising the step of removing the high-quality data files from the content update 
(paragraph [0025]). 

As to claims 7 and 14, Poulin teaches the method of claims 1 and 8 wherein step 
e) comprises determining that the received request includes a bit value indicating high- 
quality files should be transferred (paragraph [0048]). 

As to claim 15, Poulin teaches a computer based content updating apparatus 
comprising: 

a non-volatile memory element storing a content update comprising a plurality of 
data files (figure 1); 

a processor in electrical communication with the non-volatile memory element 
identifying a subset of the data files in the content update as high-quality data files, 
separating the high-quality data files from the content update, and storing in the non- 
volatile memory element a high-quality content update comprising the separated high- 
quality data files (figure 1; paragraph [0021]); and 

a transceiver in electrical communication with the non-volatile memory element 
and the processor, the transceiver receiving a connection request from a remote client 
on a network (paragraph [0048]); 

wherein the processor determines that high-quality data files are to be 
transmitted to the client and the transceiver transmits data files from the high-quality 



Application/Control Number: 10/632,410 
Art Unit: 2157 



Page 6 



content update and the remaining data files comprising the content update (paragraph 
[0025]; paragraphs [0038]-[0039]). 

As to claim 16, Poulin teaches the apparatus of claim 15 wherein the processor 
identifies a subset of the plurality of data files as high-quality data files using a data 
quality function (paragraph [0010]) 

As to claim 17, Poulin teaches the apparatus of claim 15 wherein the processor 
removes the high-quality data files from the content update (paragraph [0025]). 

As to claim 18, Poulin teaches the apparatus of claim 15 wherein the connection 
request from a remote client received by the transceiver includes a bit value indicating 
high-quality files should be transferred (paragraph [0048]). 

As to claim 19, Poulin teaches the apparatus of claim 15 wherein the non-volatile 
memory element comprises a network storage device (paragraph [0021]). 

As to claim 20, Poulin teaches the apparatus of claim 15 wherein the non-volatile 
memory element is associated with a first computer, the processor is associated with a 
second computer, the transceiver is associated with a third computer, and the first 
computer, second computer, and third computer are in electrical connection with each 
other over a network (figure 1). 
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4. 



Citation of Relevant Prior Art 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art: 6,106,399; 5,964,660. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to El Hadji M Sail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

El Hadji Sail 

Patent Examiner 



5. 



Conclusion 
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